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        Above left: Doug Yeo plays Homer Rodeheaver’s trombone during the author talk. Above center: The book Homer Rodeheaver and  
         the Rise of the Gospel Music Industry was for sale at the event. Above right: Doug Yeo and Kevin Mungons sign copies of their book. 

Professor of Trombone at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, played Rodeheaver’s 
trombone during the presentation. 
Kevin Mungons, a Chicago-based 
writer and editor who works for 
Moody Publishers, joined Yeo for a 
book-signing at the end of the event.  
     “We hope we added something to 
how the Winona Lake community 
remembers or now know Homer,” 
said Yeo. Certainly they “brightened 
the corner” of Winona with their visit. 

 

     On Thursday, September 8, 
authors Kevin Mungons and Douglas 
Yeo spoke at the Westminster Hall in 
Winona Lake about Winona resident 
Homer Rodeheaver. Mungons and 
Yeo are the authors of the book 
“Homer Rodeheaver and the Rise of 
the Gospel Music Industry,” which 
was published in June 2021. 
Approximately 60 interested friends, 
community members, and students 
attended the event. 
     Throughout the event, Yeo and 
Mungons explained more about the 
significant impact Homer 
Rodeheaver, who was Billy Sunday’s 
songleader and chorister, made on early 
gospel music. Rodeheaver, an early 
pioneer in publishing and recording 
gospel music, ran his music publishing 
business from Westminster, in the same 
rooms that now house the Winona 
History Center. 

     Dr. Mark Norris emceed the 

program, which was sponsored by the 

Winona History Center and the Grace 

College Department of Humanities. 
Douglas Yeo, who is currently the 
Clinical Associate Professor of 
Trombone at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, played 
Rodeheaver’s trombone during the 
presentation. Kevin Mungons, a 
Chicago-based writer and editor who 
works for Moody Publishers, joined Yeo 
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  History Center Participates in Ecological Tours 
 

     Winona History Center docent 
Terry White had several unique 
opportunities the second week of 
July 2022. The first was an 
illustrated lecture for The 
Watershed Foundation, a water 
quality improvement non-profit 
headquartered in North Webster, 
Indiana. The group toured Winona 
Lake by boat and concluded the 
evening with an illustrated lecture 
in the town’s senior center by 
White. 
     In addition to giving an 
overview of the history of the lake, 
the presentation focused on water 
quality, including explanations of 
the Indiana University biological 
station located along Cherry Creek 
in the early 1900s, the ice house 
industry on Winona Lake, and the 
typhoid epidemic of 1925. 
     Later that week was the “eco-
tour” sponsored by the Lilly Center 
for Lakes and Streams at Grace 
College. Working in tandem with 
Dr. Nate Bosch, the director of the 
Lilly Center, White provided 
historical color commentary from 
a lead boat. Transmitting over a  
boat parade circumnavigated Winona 
Lake. White provided historical facts 
and 
anecdotes as the boats passed 
Winona Lake landmarks such as the 
canal, the Boathouse, Killarney 
Castle, the former site of the Indiana 
U. biological station, and more. 
These cooperative ventures proved 
to be popular and increased both 
historical and ecological 
understanding of the importance of 
the lake and historical events of the 
region. Similar opportunities 
are planned for the summer of 2023. 

a lead boat. Transmitting from a 
low-power FM station, the lead   
boat’s signal was picked up by 
accompanying boats on their FM 
receivers.  
     Bosch and his Lilly Center 
students provided commentary 
on water quality, depth of various 
points on Winona Lake, studies in 
opacity of the water, and 
information about oxygen 
content and depths of fish 
viability as the boat parade 
circumnavigated Winona Lake.  
     White provided historical facts 
and anecdotes as the boats 
passed Winona Lake landmarks 
such as the canal, the Boathouse, 
Killarney Castle, the former site of 
the Indiana University biological 
station, and more. 
     These cooperative ventures 
proved to be popular and 
increased both historical and 
ecological under-standing of the 
importance of the lake and 
historical events of the region. 
Similar opportunities are planned 
for the summer of 2023. 

 

 Did you know… 
 

 that the Winona History 
Center is open special hours 
during the Grace College 
Presidential Scholarship 
competition days and the 
Grace College Family 
Weekend days? During the 
last school year, we had 
approximately 100 people 
come through for those 

events. 

 
    

 

Top: Dr. Nate Bosch explains various 
water aspects of Winona Lake. Bottom: 
Terry White (center) narrates the history 

of Winona Lake during the boat tour. 

 
 

 

 that the Winona History Center 
docents are happy to speak to 
your group about various 
aspects of local history? You can 
come to us or we can come to 
you! We schedule group tours of 
the Winona History Center and 
Billy Sunday Home during 
mornings and afternoons on 
Monday through Saturday. 
 

 

 

 
 

 that the autumn season marks 
birthdays of several of Winona’s 
most notable figures? John 
Frederick Beyer (one of the 
founders of Winona Lake) was 
born on October 17, 1850; Billy 
Sunday, on November 19, 1862; 
and Homer Rodeheaver, on 
October 4, 1880. 

 



 

 

 
VISIT US       MAILING ADDRESS 

  

  Winona History Center               Winona History Center 
          Westminster Hall              Grace College 

      105 9th Street             1 Lancer Way 
Winona Lake, IN 46590                Winona Lake, IN 46590 

Contact Us 
 

winonamuseum@grace.edu  

Karen Birt, Coordinator birtks@grace.edu 

Museum Reception: 574-372-5193 
 

(To be added to the email list for future editions of this 

newsletter, please send your email to 

winonamuseum@grace.edu.) 

                     HOURS 
 

           Sunday − Closed 
           Monday – Closed 
           Tuesday – 2:00-5:00 
           Wednesday – 2:00-5:00 
           Thursday  − 2:00-5:00 
           Friday – 2:00-5:00 
           Saturday – 2:00-5:00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                       
 
 

Winona Railway Archives Expanded 

 

Renovations on Sunday 
Home Occuring in Spring 

 

     We began pursuing replacing the 
rafter tails on the roof of the Billy 
Sunday Home in the spring of 2022. 
Because of construction material 
shortages, the work was postponed 
until fall. 
     Recently, the construction contractor 
visited the site again and said that the 
roof needs repairs at the same time as 
the rafter tails. Therefore, the work has 
been postponed until spring. 
    Thank you so much to those who have 
donated for this project. We have raised 
approximately $10,000 since April; your 
support will make this project possible.    
     Because of the rise in material costs 
and the addition to the project, we are 
still raising funds. You can donate at 
https://www.grace.edu/about/commu
nity/winona-history-center/ (be sure to 
designate your donation for the Billy 
Sunday Home Maintenance funds) or 
send a check to the address below. 

     Historian Craig Berndt, known as “Northeast Indiana’s go-to railroad historian,” 
recently donated his Winona Railroad files to the Winona History Center. Berndt, of 
Fort Wayne, has been researching the histories of northeastern Indiana’s railroads 
for 30 years. The donation includes digital and paper copies of newspaper articles, 
property deeds, maps, photos, and official and unofficial copies of documents.  
     The Winona Railroad began in 1902, and by the summer of 1903, directors of the 
Winona Christian Assembly had completed a trolley line between Warsaw and 
Winona. The eighteen open cars ran hourly, sometimes carrying 15,000 passengers 
a day for special events at Winona. 
     The line to Goshen started in 1905; the south section was completed in 1907. 
Planned expansions to Fort Wayne and Valparaiso were never built. The Assembly 
owned all stock, and profits above the interest on the bonds went into town 
improvements. With the automobile’s arrival, Winona’s attendance decreased, and 
1915 saw the Assembly in financial difficulty. In July 1916, the mortgage on the 
Goshen-Warsaw line was foreclosed, and the road went into receivership.  
     Meanwhile, a shift to freight handling in 1924 aided Winona considerably. 
Passenger service to the Winona railroad’s northernmost point ceased in 1934. The 
last streetcar between Warsaw and Winona ran on July 4, 1938, and  buses then 
took over the passenger route. In 1938, the railroad was modernized, becoming a 
diesel-powered freight feeder line. In January 1945, the all assets of the 66-mile 
railroad were sold to a syndicate from Chicago. 
     Increasing costs after World War II, less demand for tank car shipping of oil, and 
smaller orders for coal shipments were factors in the company’s decision to cease 
operations, and the train made its last run on May 31, 1952. 
 

  

The pictures on the right come from Berndt’s 

collection. The first shows the site where the 

last rail of the Winona Railway was laid. The 
second shows a train on the Winona 

Railroad headed from New Paris to Warsaw. 
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