
 

  

 

Did you know… 
 

 that the Winona History Center 
always welcomes new volunteers? 
If you are interested, we could use 
volunteers as docents and for 
landscaping or maintenance. 
 

 that Liberty Baptist Church of 
Rochester is sponsoring a day-long 
meeting on June 17 at the Winona 
Heritage Room in the format of a 
Billy Sunday meeting? The  History 
Center and Billy Sunday Home will 
be open extra hours those days.  

 

 that in the last quarter, the Winona 
History Center reached an online 
audience of 10,446? Recent 
popular posts include the topics of 
the Billy Sunday Tabernacle and a 
recorded presentation on the history 
of Winona Lake. You can find our 
Facebook page here. 

 

 that several neighbors plan to clean 
up and beautify the area around the 
Grotto, the spring at the Sunday 
Home? If you would like to help, 
email winonamuseum@grace.edu, 
and we will let you know the date of 
the workday(s). 

 

 that on the four days that Grace 
College hosted the Presidential 
Scholarship competition, the 
Winona History Center saw a total of 
156 visitors? The 50 visitors on 
February 23 set a record for a day’s 
visitors in February. 
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     As with any building, the Billy Sunday 
Home needs ongoing maintenance. 
Last summer, we raised the back 
sidewalk and re-made the back 
entrance to keep water from standing 
and going into the basement of the 
house. Some of the windows were 
glazed and part of the outside stained. 
     This summer, the roof needs 
repaired. The rafter tails, which are 
rotting and do not meet state historical 
standards, need fixed to keep the roof 
from leaking and maintain the integrity 
of the structure. 
     The roof of the Billy Sunday Home 
was last repaired when the building was 
remodeled in 2000 by Ken Nisley and 
his crew. Nisley has agreed to work on 
the Home again this summer. 
     We are counting on our faithful 
suppor 
 

supporters to supply the necessary 
funds for these repairs. You can give 
any amount in a tax-deductible 
donation.  
     We have already received some 
donations, and greatly thank our 
gracious supporters! But we still need 
approximately $12,000.  
     Donations can be received at 
https://www.grace.edu/about/commu
nity/winona-history-center/. Make 
sure that under “Designation” you 
click on “Billy Sunday Home 
Maintenance.” You can also send a 
check made out to Grace College to 
Winona History Center, Grace 
College, 1 Lancer Way, Winona Lake, 
IN 46590.  
     Thank you for your support of this 
much-needed project! 
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 Winona History Center 

Happenings 

          

Right: The back 

entrance to the 

Sunday Home was 

raised and rebuilt 

last sumer. Far 

Right: The rafter 
tails on the roof of 

the Billy Sunday 

Home need 

repaired this 

summer. 
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SOLDIERS’ CHORUS: 
THE POWER OF MUSIC IN WORLD WAR I 

     (The following article is excerpted 

from an essay written by Grace College 

student Hannah Misch for the course 

World History and Historical Method 

and includes research about Winona 

Lake musician Homer Rodeheaver.) 

     Out of all forms of artistic 

expression, music is one of the few 

that transcends language and cultural 

barriers. During times of war, 

musicians often wrote songs to ignite 

patriotism in a population and its 

military. World War I sparked an 

interesting course of musical events 

as nations across the globe continued 

writing music about the same war. 

Songs written throughout the Great 

War contributed to the war effort and 

morale at home and on the battlefield.  

     The United States managed to 

avoid the war until 1917. It was not 

until the United States was threatened 

did the nation declare war on 

Germany. Many men enlisted quickly 

to travel to the fronts “Over There,” 

while women stayed home to “Keep 

the Home Fires Burning” as factory 

work and rationing became patriotic 

actions to contribute to the war effort.  

     While men across the United 

States volunteered their service to the 

military, many stayed home for a 

variety of reasons. Among these men 

was Homer Rodeheaver who focused 

his energy on contributing to the war 

effort in other ways. At this  point in his 

life, Rodeheaver’s fame hit a pinnacle.  

He was not known for political 

achievements or monumental films as 

his fame relied on his talents in music.  

     Working as the right-hand man of 

Billy Sunday, a popular evangelist 

rising in fame, Rodeheaver’s 

compositional talents and skill with the 

trombone provided a way for 

Americans to worship more 

collectively than before. In fact, he  

took great pride in his trombone 

talent telling news reporters to “call 

[him] Reverend Trombone,” 

illustrating the impact Rodeheaver 

hoped to have on those listening in.  

     Despite Rodeheaver’s talent of 

talking up his trombone playing, “he 

possessed the skills of only a decent 

high school trombonist.”  Although 

his skills were nothing to be blown 

away by, Rodeheaver’s music 

continued to reach and touch many, 

in the United States and abroad. At 

home, he began the Rodeheaver 

Publishing Co. in 1910 using this 

source as an outlet to share music 

with those across the states.  

     By the time the United States 

joined World War I, Rodeheaver was 

including pro-war songs and writings 

into his monthly publications of The 

Gospel Choir. He worked to spark 

patriotism in his audience by 

including sheet music for songs like 

“Nation’s Prayer,” “Land of 

Freedom,” “Carry on Brave Hearts,” 

“Victory Will Come,” “Liberty”, and 

“We’ll Be Waiting When You Come 

Back Home.” The sheet music for 

these songs acted as a unifying force 

as it brought families and friends 

together to play music and sing while 

supporting those overseas.  

     While Homer Rodeheaver worked 

hard to support the war effort from 

home, he eventually sought out a trip 

to visit the troops overseas. In 

August of 1918, Rodeheaver was 

one of the first celebrities to travel 

across the Atlantic Ocean to head to 

the front to entertain and encourage 

the soldiers stationed there. 

     His original idea was to travel to 

France as an ambulance driver, even 

going as far as planning to donate his 

Cadillac as the shell for the 

ambulance itself. This plan also 

included 

 

 

included a $2,000 cost that would 

have been covered by the Billy 

Sunday party. The ambulance was to 

be known as the “Brighten the 

Corner” ambulance, named after the 

famous theme song of the Sunday 

campaigns, “Brighten the Corner 

Where You Are.”  This motto set the 

tone of Rodeheaver’s visit to the front 

as he hoped to use his ambulance 

and music to brighten the dark corner 

of the world the fronts were.  

     The ambulance plan fell through; 

Rodeheaver nevertheless traveled 

across the ocean to visit the troops 

with the support of the YMCA.  Upon 

boarding the boat which would take 

him across the Atlantic, he is quoted 

proclaiming, “Tell the folks I am off 

with a wristwatch on one wrist, an 

identification tag on the other, and a 

heart full of love and longing to be 

with the fellows over there.” 

     Rodeheaver traveled with a close 

companion, his trombone, which 

aided in his musical feats of 

entertainment. While in France, 

Rodeheaver met with two regiments 

giving the men a chance to make a 

public consecration, and according 

to his account, thousands did.  

Among the soldiers Rodeheaver 

reached was Pvt. B. M. Heath who 

gave his first-hand account by 

writing, “If I were asked to name the 

person who did more to keep up the 

morals of the troops in the camps 

and trenches, I would say the singing 

evangelist, Homer A. Rodeheaver.”   

     Sources: (1)Mungons, Kevin, and 

Douglas Yeo, Homer Rodeheaver and the 

Rise of the Gospel Music Industry. (2) 

Editions of The Gospel Choir, Rodeheaver 

Publishing Co.   (3) Porter, Thomas Hen, 

Homer Alvan Rodeheaver (1880-1955): 

Evangelistic Musician and Publisher. (4) 

Heath, B. M, Reminisces of a Roughneck. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISIT US 
 

Winona History Center 
Westminster Hall 

105 9th Street 

Winona Lake, IN 46590 

Contact Us: 
 

winonamuseum@grace.edu  

Karen Birt, Coordinator birtks@grace.edu 

Museum Reception: 574-372-5193 

 

(If you would like to be added to the email 

list for future editions of this newsletter, 

please send your email address to 

winonamuseum@grace.edu.) 

 

                    

           HOURS 
 

           Sunday − Closed 

            Monday – Closed 
            Tuesday – 2:00-5:00 

            Wednesday – 2:00-5:00 

         Thursday  − 2:00-5:00 
            Friday – 2:00-5:00 

            Saturday − 2:00-5:00 
 

(Throughout the summer, we will also be open 
some Mondays from 2:00-5:00; call ahead first 

to see if we are open.) 
 

 

Recent Donations to the Winona History Center 

 

      

  

 

     In the last few months, several special items were 

donated to or purchased by the Winona History Center. 

A new acquisition for the library is the book Billy Sunday: 

The Baseball Evangelist by historian Craig Bishop. 

Through precise research, Bishop presents some new 

anecdotes and common facts about Sunday. 

     Bishop quotes Winona resident Bruce Howe as 

saying, "Because I worked for Homer [Rodeheaver], I 

had the privilege of taking Ma Sunday anywhere in one 

of the Rodeheaver cars. I drove Ma Sunday, Mr. Homer, 

Ruth Rodeheaver Thomas, and her husband Jim out to 

dinner at different times. Ma Sunday at the time would 

eat what she wanted and almost invariably she would 

take all the sugar, napkins, and the crackers that were 

left over. She was a very frugal woman." The book Billy 

Sunday: The Baseball Evangelist by Craig Bishop is 

available at the Winona History Center. 

     Photographer Charles Huffman gifted the History 

Center with a set of pictures he took of the intentional 

burning of The Inn on August 21, 1971. The Inn Hotel 

(situated approximately where the parking lot for Light 

Rail now is) was originally a poultry and livestock 

exhibition building. In 1897 the building was bought by  

the Winona Assembly and remodeled to become a 230-

room hotel. Originally called the Miniwanan Inn, this 

building was the largest accommodations facility in 

Winona Lake.   

    After many years, The Inn had deteriorated to the 

point where it was not financially feasible to restore it. 

The building met its final end by an intentional fire on 

August 21, 1971. At 7:15 a.m. that day, firemen set fire 

to the building.  About 150 persons watched the early-

morning blaze as firemen from Winona Lake and 

Warsaw kept the flames under control. Stop by the 

Winona History Center to see the entire set of Huffman’s 

pictures. 

     Another donated picture came from Dr. Steve Grill. 

Titled "William A. Sunday Evangelistic Party" and dated 

March, April, May 1918, the photos show the workers on 

Billy Sunday's team during his Chicago campaign. This 

picture now hangs in the Billy Sunday room of the 

Winona History Center. 

     And finally, as the signs and pictures posted in the 

Winona History Center get faded, we are gradually 

replacing them. This winter, we re-made the wall display 

on the era of the 1920s through the 1940s. 

   

From left: 
Craig Bishop’s 
book Billy 
Sunday: The 
Baseball 
Evangelist, the 
burning of the 
Inn in 1971, 

picture of Billy 
Sunday’s team 

in 1918. 
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